Think About What it was Like…
You are deep asleep...
A Sheriff Deputy Sergeant comes to your door at 1:45 AM on a
warm July evening…
He tells you your daughter died 4 hours ago...
You don’t know who, what, where, when, how or why…
Gradually the details get filled in…
–A drunk driver…
–Her boss also killed…
–Still working, standing in a parking lot, during daylight...
–Her body was so mangled, you will never see her again…
She was only 25 years old.
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Maegan Elizabeth Spindler
1988-2013
Killed by a drunk driver

J Just starting out in life… pursuing her
dream as a fisheries biologist in the
American West, preserving native
species. She cherished all life.
On July 8, 2013 while standing in a
parking lot, 200’ off of a highway,
working on a trailered boat, she was
killed along with Dr. Robert Klumb,
finishing a 13 hour day for the US Fish &
Wildlife Service in Pickstown, SD. She
was thrown 120’ and there were no
viewable remains.
Ronald Fischer killed her. On
February 4, 2015 he was convicted of 2
counts Vehicular Homicide, DUI and a
drug charge. He was sentenced on
March 23 to the maximum of 30 years.
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About Maegan
• Maegan was the second of three children of Susan and Gregg
Spindler.
• She had an older sister and younger brother.
• If we could characterize her in a few words, we’d say things like caring,
loving, sensitive, calm, artistic, adventurous, responsible and hardworking.
• Early childhood and grades 1-3 were spent in Cazenovia, NY at our
semi-rural home on 23 acres. It was here where her love of nature
began. She would explore the woods, a pond and creek and catch
frogs, fish and insects. She was a 4 season outdoor girl.
• She moved to Arizona and lived there between 1996 and 2004. The
new environment provided ample opportunity to expand her horizons.
She enjoyed the wide-open expanses of the American west.
• The family returned to Cazenovia in 2004. She graduated in 2006 from
Cazenovia High School
• Completed a BS in Wildlife Science from SUNY-ESF in 2010 and a
Fisheries diploma in 2011 from Vancouver Island University.
• She was planning to start graduate school in 2014. Maegan’s love of
the natural environment and animal life had led her to the beginnings of
a career in Fisheries biology.
• In 2011 and 2012 she worked for Wyoming Game and Fish in
Pinedale, WY as a fisheries technician.
• Starting in March 2013, she went to work for USFWS on endangered
species recovery of pallid sturgeon in the Missouri River. She was
based out of Pierre, SD.
• Her interests included art (sketches and block printing), banjo, fly
fishing & tying, hiking, camping, cooking, gardening, reading and travel.
• Her memorial service was July 14, 2013 at Oran Community Church. It
was attended by over 100 friends, neighbors. It was a beautiful
celebration of the life of a beautiful young woman.
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My Daughter’s Obituary & News Article
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The Other Victim, Dr. Rob Klumb
• A boss, friend and mentor of
Maegan’s
• 46 years old
• PhD from Cornell
• Author or Co-author of 30
peer-reviewed scientific
papers
• Adjunct Professor at South
Dakota State University
– Advised over a dozen graduate
students
– Coordinated federal and
academic research

• Loved all kinds of Music
– Had “thousands” of vinyl LPs
and even more MP3s

• Avid gardener & outdoorsman
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The Crime Scene

•
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Approaching the Crime Scene
These pictures are from
November 2013.
– The sun’s angle is very sharp

On July 8, 2013 at 8:43 PM:
– Still daylight (western edge of
central time zone)
– Light overcast skies
– Road conditions excellent
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Approaching the Crime Scene

•
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Approaching the Crime Scene

•
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Looking up, from where Maegan and
Rob stood, with backs turned

•
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The Crime Scene
• Fischer drove over 7 miles on a
state highway to the crime scene.
– Many curves, hills, dips and
bridges
• There was an eyewitness driving
behind him that clearly saw people
in the parking lot.
• There were two slight curves
before the parking lot.
• Fischer was aware and controlling
his vehicle
• The eyewitness never saw any
brake lights
• He entered the parking lot, again
steering and controlling.
• Had he gone straight, the killings
would not have happened.
– Only he would have risked injury
or death to himself.
Did he do it on purpose?
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Rob
Maegan
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The Crime Scene
• Minimum safe stopping distance at 65
MPH from the “T” is 350 feet.
• SD 46 is about 60 feet wide
• Maegan was 200’ into the parking lot.
• At 65 MPH, travel is 88 feet per second.
• 350+60+200 = 610 feet, 7 seconds of
travel time to the killing spot.
• A co-worker standing with them yelled
“Watch Out!” when Fischer hit the
gravel parking lot.
• It was a 1 or 1.5 second warning.
Did Maegan look over her
shoulder and recognize she was
about to be killed? Surely!
This thought haunts us!
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• The co-worker turned away and was
spared, when he turned it was over.
• Fischer hit the parked vehicles at a
minimum of 52 MPH and was almost
certainly going faster.

Rob
Maegan

14

The Crime Scene
Maegan and Rob were
standing next to the
boat when hit.
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They were struck before
the vehicles were hit.

Next, the USFWS trailered boat was hit.

Rob
Maegan

Then he hit the side of the 1 ton crew
cab pickup. The rig was pushed 25 feet
by the impact.

Finally, Fischer struck another trailered boat and came to a stop.
The airbag probably saved his miserable life.
15

The Crime Scene
A Physician’s Assistant was playing
golf 50 yards away.
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He saw the whole thing, including
Maegan and Rob thrown into the
air.
He first went to Rob and saw he
was dead.

Rob
Maegan

He then went to Maegan and
detected a weak pulse, but saw she
was fatally injured.
He left to work on the killer, as he
must, being a medical professional.
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Rob’s Death
77

Rob’s legs were
amputated. He was
thrown and hit the cab
of the pick up truck.
He was partially
decapitated, his brain
thrown into the grass.
His body passed
through a small tree and
was ripped to shreds.

Rob
Maegan

Mercifully his death
was “instant”.
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Maegan’s Death
Maegan was thrown and hit the
side of a boat. It ripped off her
clothes, tore open her abdomen
and shattered her arms.
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She was thrown over 120 feet,
landing face-down, with her
entrails at her side.
Maegan LIVED for a short while
and probably bled to death.

Can you imagine that?
Maegan died that evening, with
a good Samaritan and God by
her side as she left this life and
entered the next.

Rob
Maegan
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The Killer: Ronald Ray Fischer, Jr.
• Born in 1985
• Common-law marriage, 1 child
• Worked construction labor on a
federal dam project (union scale).
• Some criminal history:
– Numerous juvenile arrests
– Arrested August 2012 for obstructing a
police officer. “Unsupervised Probation”
required no drug or alcohol use.

• In alcohol rehab twice, flunked out
• Minor injuries from crash
– Airbags probably saved his
miserable life

• Finally arrested July 23, 2013
– Could not make $200,000 bail
– Jailed 608 days in county jail.
– Trial September 29-30, 2014
– Convicted February 4, 2015
– Sentenced March 23, 2015
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Fischer was a first-time offender
• Fischer had never been arrested
before for DUI
• Would anyone believe that July
8, 2013 was the first time he
drove drunk? LOL!
• The typical drunk driver drives
drunk 80 times before being
arrested (CDC).
• 93% of all fatal DUI incidents are
caused by first-time offenders
(NTSB).
• Most deaths from impaired driving is from first-time offenders
• Repeat offenders are a serious problem, too.
• Deterrence is the key!
• Never let anyone drive drunk!
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Is Alcohol Blackout an Excuse?
Fischer claims he doesn’t remember his fateful drive and
killing Maegan.
The fact remains, he knowingly and successfully drove
his vehicle over 7 miles and steered into a parking lot where
people were clearly visible. Did he kill Maegan on purpose?
• Alcohol primarily interferes with the ability to form new long–term memories,
leaving intact previously established long–term memories and the ability to keep
new information active in memory for brief periods.
• As the amount of alcohol consumed increases, so does the magnitude of the
memory impairments. Large amounts of alcohol, particularly if consumed rapidly,
can produce partial (i.e., fragmentary) or complete (i.e., en bloc) blackouts, which
are periods of memory loss for events that transpired while a person was
drinking.
• Blackouts are much more common among social drinkers—including college
drinkers—than was previously assumed, and have been found to encompass
events ranging from driving, conversations to intercourse.
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The Case Against Fischer
1.Two Counts of First Degree Manslaughter
D

E
T
T
I
Class C Felony, Each
Carrying
A Maximum Sentence Life
U
Q
AC $50,000 Fine
Imprisonment and/or

2.Two Counts of Vehicular Homicide
15 Years for Each Death, served consecutively in state prison
His Parole Date is scheduled for release in September 2025

3.One Count of Driving or Control of Vehicle With Alcohol
Blood or While Under The Influence of Alcohol or Drug,
DUI is part of the Vehicular Homicide Sentence

4.One Count of Ingesting Non-Alcoholic Substance To
Become Intoxicated
180 days, county jail (time served)
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Fischer at sentencing
•.
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News about Fischer’s Sentence
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News about Fischer’s Sentence
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News about Fischer’s Sentence
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Fischer’ New Home on March 23

Life in the Big House will not be as
nice as the county jail, which was
walking distance from family &
friends.
But 30 years is not enough…
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What kind of Loser does Gang Symbols in Jail
with kids?
Does he think this will enhance the possibility of early parole?
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Fischer’s Blood Alcohol Content
Fischer’s risk of a crash was 147 times higher
than a sober person, over 14,600%

Fischer’s BAC was
0.24 at the time of
the killings
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But I’m not THAT bad!
Don’t try to rationalize DUI…
“My BAC was WAY lower than Ron Fischer’s”
• Any alcohol is impaired driving!
• Graveyards are full of low BAC victims

“I’m real careful when I’m driving with a buzz on”
• Any alcohol is impaired driving!

“This is only the first time!”
• That you got caught

DUI is anti-social behavior. It is a crime. It kills.
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Blood Alcohol Content
Crash risk increases exponentially with BAC
DUI Arrest Threshold

4 drinks
in 1-2 hours
2 drinks
in 1-2 hours
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Blood Alcohol Content
0.10 BAC
0.08 BAC
0.05 BAC

379% increased crash risk
169% increased crash risk
Still Impaired! 38% increased crash risk

How much additional risk is acceptable?
• Commercial Licenses have 0.04 DUI threshold...
– If a truck driver is dangerous at 0.04, why is an automobile driver different?

• American Medical Association calls for 0.04 threshold.
• Many European countries use a 0.02 threshold.
• Some other advanced countries use zero tolerance.
– If it is measurable, you are in much trouble!
– Zero tolerance removes virtually any dispute about measurement accuracy or timing

• Lowering BAC from 0.10 to 0.08 resulted in less DUI in US
– Lower BAC proven with experience in other countries
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Over One-Third of Victims are Innocents
• There are more innocent victims of drunk drivers
than there were on 9/11, every single year!

Innocent
Innocent
Innocent

• In 2013, there were 3,681 Innocent Victims
• 35% of 2013 drunk driving deaths were innocent
• Surely the number of pedestrians is an under-count because many
drunk drivers hit-and-run pedestrians
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Lower BAC Kills Just as Many People
• Any BAC carries risk. It is impaired driving.
42% of Drivers

• 42% of drivers alcohol-related fatal incidents were under BAC = 0.15
• The majority of drivers (~60%) were under BAC = 0.18 (the limit for
New York’s lame Aggravated DWI statute)
• “Buzzed Driving” is no different from “Drunk Driving”
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What Kind of Drinker are YOU?

20% of Drinkers Consume
80% of Alcohol

35% do not drink

80% of Drinkers Consume
20% of Alcohol
5% of Drinkers Consume
50% of Alcohol
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by George Hacker, CSPI, for NH Citizens Health Initiative, 2008

Alcohol is an Equal-Opportunity Killer
• We harbor no animosity towards Native Americans
• Many Native Americans in Lake Andes, SD offered their support
• Alcohol is a problem for many ethnicities (St. Patrick’s day,
anyone?).

• Alcohol is a major cause of preventable death
• How and where alcohol is consumed is largely cultural
– Many cultures consume more alcohol, but have far fewer
problems
– Ontario, for example, has a death rate 1/5 that of New York.
People there choose NOT to drink and drive.

• Americans are prone to over-indulgence, away from
home, reliant on their automobiles to get home.
– That is why YOU are here!

• Drinking and Driving is intentional, it is not an accident.
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We want people to KNOW
•We want people passing
the site of the 2
gruesome deaths to
know.
•Stop their car and google
“Maegan Spindler” +
“July 8, 2013” to see
what was lost that day.
•And never forget what
happens when people
drink and drive.
We want people to
know…
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